
 

 

 

 

'Cash should be used to improve local hospitals' 
CAMPAIGNERS believe money 
due to be spent on a proposed 
new hospital in Beverley should be 
used instead to improve services 
at existing local hospitals across 
the East Riding. 

The millions of pounds due to 
be spent later this year, should be 
ploughed into improving existing 
services and facilities at the Bev-
erley Westwood, Hornsea, Alfred 
Bean and Bridlington Hospitals. 

Members of the No Swinemoor 
Hospital Action Group have spoken 
out against the new East Riding 
Community Hospital being built on 
the greenfleld and high flood risk 
site on Swinemoor Lane, Beverley, 
from the outset. 

They say it is the wrong hospital 
on the wrong site and argued that it 
should have been built on the Am-
bulance station site on the Driffield 
Road. 

The group is also concerned that 
the hospital will lead to an increase 
in traffic and travel problems on 
Swinemoor Lane and cause Sig-
ston Road to become a rat run, with 
residents having to endure parking 
problems in this already busy resi-
dential street. 

Sally De Bono, spokesperson for 
the residents' committee of the No 
Swinemoor Hospital Action Group, 
has been out and about in Beverley, 
Driffleld and Hornsea with a new 
petition against the hospital. 

On Friday, a petition was handed the East Riding of Yorkshire Council for the attention of the 

Chief Executive at County Hall. 
It said: "We, the undersigned petitioners request that the following petition be submitted, if   
appropriate, to the appropriate Overview Scrutinising Committee and to be taken into  
consideration at the forthcoming Reserved Matters Council Meeting. 
"As the first petition against building a hospital on Swinemoor Lane and which contained   
over 400 Swinemoor residents' signatures, was lost by the ERY Council, this second  
petition is being submitted merely as a token representation and compiled only as part of the  
main exercise, which was to inform the public about a whole range of issues associated   
with this hospital development on this site and which included its services, cost  
effectiveness and value to the community, which the majority were actually not aware of. 
"This petition consists of 150 plus signatures of East Yorkshire 
residents' and was compiled over a five and a half hour period in  
Samman Road, Beverley, Driffield high Street and Hornsea's high  
street; this equates to one signature every 30 seconds and which, we  
submit, supports the strength of feeling against the building of this  
Hospital on Swinemoor lane. 
"We also submit that if time had allowed, hundreds, probably thou 
sands more signatures could have been obtained, but the first  
priority had to be to ensure that the wishes of the people were taken  
into account on this important matter, prior to or during the  
forthcoming Reserved Matters Council meeting." 
"While East Yorkshire residents have different reasons for not wanting  
this hospital built on this site, (and which we hope to be able to  
submit in more detail at the next planning meeting) all signatories  
agree that this is the wrong site and the wrong hospital to cater  
effectively for hundreds and thousands of East Yorkshire residents  
and would now like to see the funds spent on maintaining and  
improving services at our local hospitals in Hornsea, Alfred Bean in  
Driffield and the Westwood in Beverley. Additionally, as Bridlington  
Hospital is seemingly strategically best placed to deal quickly and  
effectively with accidents and emergencies occurring in those rural  
areas of the East Riding to the north of Beverley, it should be revived  
and fully updated for this purpose in order to save lives and support  
a community, many who would otherwise have to rely on inadequate  
public transport to reach a hospital." 

   The new Beverley hospital would have              
X-ray, therapy, out-patients and a 30 bed                                            
ward. 

The action group claims there will prob- 
ably not be enough doctors, if any, to man  
this 30 bed ward. 
Plans for the new hospital have been sub-     
mitted to East Riding of Yorkshire Council  
as a reserved matters planning application.  
It has already been granted outline plan- 
ning permission. 
Ivan Ellul, Chief Executive, NHS East  
Riding of Yorkshire, said: "The new com- 
munity hospital will be a very important  
and beneficial development for the people  
of the East Riding. The process for getting  
hospital up and running is well advanced.  
Subject to reserved matters planning ap- 
proval, we hope to start work on site from  
October this year. We have approved refur- 
bishment plans for Alfred Bean Hospital,  
which is a sign of our intent to maintain  
services on the site. We continue to discuss  
plans for development of health services  
in Hornsea." 

She said: "The residents' wishes were not considered by this 
council and the first petition 'disappeared'. 

"When we were out petitioning for a second time, we realised 
how awful it was for people living in rural communities north 
of Beverley. They are not getting access to emergency services, 
many have transport problems getting to Scarborough or to Hull 
and this will not improve when/if the East Riding Hospital in 
Beverley, is built" she said. 

She added: "The proposed East Riding Community Hospital is 
intended to serve the whole area but what we are now saying is 
that the money could be better spent by doing up the hospitals 
we've already got. 

"We believe that Bridlington hospital should be revived and 
updated with some form of A&E, and the people from Driffield, 
Hornsea and these rural areas would then have easy access to 
emergency services. "Currently, they have to travel to Hull or 
Scarborough. 

"The new community hospital in Beverley will not be able to 
deal with emergencies. It will only provide facilities to deal with 
minor injuries. "The people of Beverley are nearer to the A&E 
in Hull but they still need a good fully updated local hospital and 
this could and should be the Westwood hospital, that is, if the peo-
ple in charge of strategic development in Beverley were not so 
anxious to obtain all the best sites for luxury housing." 

  

From left, Kieran  Sheehan,  
Sally De Bono and Gerald 
O'Callaghan with the petition. 

What do you think of the 
situation?   Have your say by 
sending a text starting 
DRIFEDITOR followed by  
your name, address and  
comments, to 84555.  
Texts cost 25p plus your  
standard network charge. 
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